
1 Deadline for the October Headlines: September 15th, 2011 

HVCA Board  
 Tues., 9/6 7:30 PM 

 

HVLT Board 
Tues., 9/13 7:30 PM 

 

CERT Committee 
3rd Tues., as called 

 
 

Sanitary Board  
Tues., 9/27, 7:30 PM 

 

 Tam Des Rvw Bd 
 1st/3rd Wed.,7:00 PM 
Log Cabin, Tam Vly 

 

A. A. Meeting 
 Saturdays, 10:00 AM 

 

N. A. Meetings 
Thurs & Fri, 6:30 PM 

 

Homestead Village  
Walking Group 
Fri., 1:15-3:15 PM 

 

Puppy Training 
Gentle Touch Classes 
Thurs., 6:30 & 7:30 PM 

 

Ali Weiss Music  
Thur., 9:30, 10:30, 11:30  
and 3:30 & 4:30 PM 

 

T’ai Chi Chuan 
Mondays, 6:00 & 

 7:00 PM 

 

Group Meditation 
Wednesdays, 6:30 PM 

 

Music Together 
Fridays 9:30, 10:30 & 

11:30 AM 

 

Mat Pilates 
Wednesdays., 9:00 AM 

 
 

HV Music Festival 
Sun., September 4, 
11:30 AM - 5:30 PM 
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Images of Early Homestead Valley 
By Chuck Oldenburg 

Brabos’ Oral History 
Chapter 3 

Life of Tony and Mary Brabo in the 1930s 

 

In 1930, after living in the farmhouse for several months with her parents, Mary 
and Tony Brabo sought privacy.  They rented a small house built by Joaquin Silva 
at 260 La Verne.  Tony paid the first month’s rent, $20.  When the second month’s 
rent came due,  Tony could not afford it, so they moved back in with her parents.  

 

In 1924, Mary had quit school in the eighth 
grade.   She took on odd jobs here and there to 
earn a little money.   Later on she got a full time 
job at the Mason Distillery in Sausalito where 
she screwed caps on bottles of medicinal alcohol.  
She deposited her pay checks in the bank and 
withdrew very little money  When she married 
Tony in 1929 she had a little nest egg.  Tony also 
had saved most of his earnings from over 3 years 
of milking cows on dairy ranches in Tennessee 
Valley.  

 

In 1931, Mary gave birth to a daughter named 
Loretta. In 1932, Tony had a local contractor 
build a house for them on an adjacent lot that 
Mary’s father gave them. Tony paid cash for the 
house, and Mary’s nest egg paid for the furnish-
ings.  

 

During the great depression of the 1930s, Tony and Mary had a baby and not much 
cash. Tony took on odd jobs and worked for the WPA on road widening projects. 
The farm provided milk, butter, cheese, eggs, chicken, vegetables and potatoes. 
Tony hunted deer, and went to the coast for fishing at Slide Ranch. Dinner often 
consisted of vegetable soup, at times supplemented with game, fresh fish, or 
chicken.  . 

 

They emphasize in their oral history that “they lived off the land.”  They bought 
very little food, although sometimes they had dried Alaskan cod from the packing 
plant on West Shore Road in Belvedere. Fish and potatoes made a great dinner. 
They often provided food to friends and relatives in need during these tough times.  

 

One day while his father-in-law was away, Tony wired the farmhouse for electric-
ity. His father-in-law was furious when he learned that Tony had spent $35 on such 
nonsense. He calmed down after Tony plugged in a radio, and a few lamps. 

 

In the late 1930s, Tony bought a tiny concrete business. The assets were a concrete 
mixer, two wheelbarrows and four shovels. One of his first jobs was to  pour the  
foundation for the Martinez house at 223 La Verne. His business grew.  Ten years 
later it would become a large and very successful business. 

 

[On July 27, 2011, Tony died at home—he was 99 years old.  He is survived by his 
wife Mary, 100 years old, and their daughter Loretta George of Corte Madera.] 

 

Chuck’s articles are posted on www.millvalleyhistoricalsociety.org. Photos are 
clearer on line than in print.  He can be emailed at chuckoldenburg@gmail.com. 

 
Homestead 
Valley  

Contact Info. 
 

Community Center 
Main Office  
Les Lizama, 

Executive Director 
(415) 388-0137 

les@homesteadvalley.org 
 

Programs Desk 
David Ross 

(415) 388-0128 
david@homesteadvalley.org 

 

 HVCA Fax Number 
(415) 388-0150 

 

HVCA Board Pres. 
Devi Brown 

(415) 383-0252 
devidb@aol.com 

 

HVCA Bd. Vice Pres. 
Bob Carreras 

(415) 388-6951 
robert_carreras@yahoo.com 

 

Land Trust 
Philip Moyer 

(415) 383-5874 
philipam@sbcglobal.net 

 

Sanitary District 
Tom Roberts 

(415) 388-4796 
tomroberts7@aol.com 

 

Stolte Grove Rentals 
Sheila Neilsen 

(415) 388-2162 
 

E-Mail  
Center & Headlines 

info@homesteadvalley.org 
 

HVCA Web Site 
www.homesteadvalley.org 
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Homestead Valley Music Festival… 
 

Monophonics to Headline This Year’s Festival,  
Sunday, September 4th 

 

By Bob Westbrook 
 

The Music Festival Committee is HUGELY excited to announce the line-up for the 2011 Homestead Valley 
Music Festival, to be held once again on the Sunday of Labor Day weekend (September 4th) from 11:00 am to 
5:30 pm, in the meadow at the Homestead Valley Community Center. 

 

Headlining the festival is the Monophonics who will perform a 90-minute power set that blends old-school funk 
and soul, and is sure to get the crowd groovin’.  Raised amid San Francisco’s rich musical culture, these young 
musicians proudly carry on the tradition of music native to their hometown. As a mainstay of San Francisco 
venues such as the Boom Boom Room and the Independent, the Monophonics have created a national buzz and 
fervent local following, sharing the stage & bill with such names as Budos Band, Orgone, Soulive, Macy Gray, 
and many others. 

 

A special treat this year is The Oakland Interfaith Youth Choir! The Oakland Interfaith Youth Gospel Choir in-
troduces gospel music to youth ages 13 to 18. The choir, first started in 1997, now includes 21 members from 
diverse ethnic, religious and cultural backgrounds.  OIYC was voted the Best Youth Gospel Choir in the 2007 
Northern California Gospel Academy Awards. It has performed at local events such as the San Jose Jazz Festi-
val, Women’s World Cup Games, Oakland Museum’s Juneteenth celebrations and “Voices of Youth” at San 
Francisco’s Grace Cathedral. 

 

Joining us this year is San Francisco Bay Area troubadour and award winning songwriter, Forest Sun.  Forest 
has regaled audiences around the globe with his wealth of songs and stories, all sung and told with back porch 
ease and bonhomie. Sun's music has been compared to everyone from Jack Johnson, The Ayett Brothers and 
John Mayer to Van Morrison  and Bob Dylan , but his unique style is entirely his own.   Forest has opened for 
Bonnie Raitt, The Beach Boys, Steve Earle, Lyle Lovett, Jackson Browne, Keb Mo and many others. 
Rounding out the fest is The Muddy Roses (featuring bassist and HVCA Executive Director Les Lizama in sup-
port of his daughter Alicia).  The Muddy Roses are a foot stompin’ firecracker of a good time. Their sound is a 
large helping of classic country with a side of gritty folk and swampy blues, all finished off with a dash of femi-
nine wiles. With soaring three-part harmonies, tight instrumentation, and sassy humor, we reckon you are guar-
anteed to have your hands clappin’ and your heart poundin’. 

 

Lots of food, beverages and fun will accompany our excellent musical offering including a menu brought to you 
by Jon O of  Jon O Catering with Marin Horizon School’s “BBQ Crew” doing the heavy lifting, Lisa’s Bar in 
the Meadow, run by rapier witted Homestead resident Lisa Santos, jumpee (courtesy of Marin Horizon School), 
and a cool kids craft area from Kim Strub and friends rounding out a day for the entire family.  Additionally, we 
will be holding a Silent Auction in support of the festival with plenty of special values to be found.  Complete 
details and set times are available at www.homesteadfest.org. 



4 

Homestead HeadlinesHomestead HeadlinesHomestead HeadlinesHomestead Headlines    

Sanitary District News… 
 

Homestead Valley Sanitary District— 
    Consolidate or Not? 

By Einar Asbo, President, Homestead Valley Sanitary District 
 
For a number of years the agency that deals with governmental district and service borders, the Local 
Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO), has promoted the idea that there are too many small sewerage 
agencies using the Sewerage Agency of Southern Marin (SASM) treatment plant and that they should be 
consolidated. Count them—Homestead Valley SD, Almonte SD, Alto SD, Richardson Bay SD, Tamalpais 
Community Services District, and the City of Mill Valley— and you might agree. 
The reason these agencies exist today is simple: when sewers where introduced to this region many years 
ago the communities were smaller and located farther apart. Today it may appear unnecessary to have all of 
these agencies, but at the same time it is unclear whether it is harmful to maintain them. Each of the agen-
cies has an elected independent board, which answers to the community where they reside. The borders of 
Homestead Valley are defined by the service area of the Sanitary District. 

 

LAFCO is now proposing that Homestead, Alto, Almonte and Richardson Bay be consolidated into one 
agency. The result would be three agencies in SASM—Mill Valley, Tam Valley CSD plus the newly con-
solidated agency. 

 

Originally, the reason behind the push for consolidation was financial. It was assumed that bigger is better 
and more economical. In 2005, LAFCO financed a study that aimed to prove this. The study, if you be-
lieved some rather optimistic assumptions to be correct, showed that there would be some savings. The as-
sumptions were hard to substantiate and the report never gathered a following. 

 

Later, in 2008, there were two major spills at the SASM treatment plant. One was caused by operator error; 
the other perhaps by excess rainwater infiltration. Water infiltration occurs when pipes are open to the ele-
ments even if they are underground. Laterals (pipes from the house to the street) are suspected of being the 
major culprits. Whatever the reason for the spills, our state Assemblyman Jared Huffman subsequently 
sponsored and got a law (AB 1232) passed that allows LAFCO to force consolidation of the agencies. As a 
result of the spills, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) also imposed a major fine and some very 
strict operating rules. 

 

Your Sanitary District Board has been dedicated to upgrading our system. Early in the past decade, the 
Board started a major sewer replacement program. This is quite costly, as you have seen in your annual 
sewer fees. To date approximately 20% of the system has been replaced, focusing on the most important 
and urgent areas. The rules imposed by the EPA, even though beneficial, also have proved expensive. 

 

But the effort has been fruitful. It is now very rare that we have any reportable spills at all. This year the 
Huffman Law took effect and LAFCO has again published a report promoting consolidation. This time the 
motivation for consolidation is not primarily money but “political accountability.” This is taken to mean 
that a larger agency with more at stake “can be expected to increase public interest in service on its board of 
directors and hence the likelihood of contested elections.” This statement is difficult to refute, but one defi-
nite result of the current consolidation plan will be that there are no designated seats on the board and there-
fore no guarantee of a voice for Homestead Valley. 

 

The HVSD Board is operating under the assumption that consolidation is undesirable. A conclusion to this 
discussion is near, and we want your input. If you have not responded to the letter/questionnaire sent to you 
recently, please do so. Also, we hope you will take advantage of an informational meeting to be held at the 
Homestead Valley Community Center, 315 Montford Ave., on September 11 at 3 PM. There you will have 
the opportunity to ask any questions you might have. 
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Homestead Village… 

 

Homestead Village To Celebrate Affiliation  
with Marin Village 
By Christina Oldenburg 

 

Homestead Village is proud to announce our official affiliation as a CVO (Community  
Village Organization) of Marin Village. Please join our celebration on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 21st. Residents interested in "aging in place", volunteering or just celebrating this big 
step forward are welcome to join us for an evening of socializing and sharing plans for future get-togethers 
and activities.  

 

Wednesday - September 21, 2011 
Homestead Valley Community Center 

5:30 - 8:00 pm 
A Real Pot Luck in the Homestead Tradition - Bring a Dish to Share  

If everyone brings cake - that's what we'll share! 

 

Homestead Village activities and events are open to all residents. Please join us, share food, ideas, and en-
joy a social evening. We have invited two new staff members, who have recently accepted positions with 
Marin Village. Take this opportunity to meet Melanie Summers, Executive Director, and Susan Miglioli, 
Volunteer Coordinator. Membership in Marin Village, a 501 (c)3 nonprofit organization, provides access to 
screened service providers and volunteers. 

A ton of summer fun at Camp Tam!!! 
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Land Trust Notes… 
 

Kite Flying 
By Philip Moyer 

 

There was another new nesting resident sighting on the west side of the valley, this time 
just off Laverne Avenue...a family of kites, Elanus leucurus, which are a super addition to 
the hawks mentioned last time on Pixie Trail. Their graceful flying is a real treat, seeing them soaring in a 
strong wind, watching them hang in the air like, well, a kite, looking around for the next meal, is exhilarat-
ing. More reason to go out for a walk on one of our trails and spot one of these beneficial birds of prey! Lis-
ten closely, you might hear them first.  
 

And, take your clippers along for that opportunity to vanquish...you know...some broom or thistle! OK, 
maybe not up to St. George standards, but good work nonetheless. 

 

And, one more thing...out hiking the trails with man’s best friend? Good, now when you put your dog excre-
ment in a bag, take it out with you! And if you need help finding trails, maps are available in the HVCA of-
fice at the Community Center, 315 Montford Avenue. Keep in touch, and thanks for the support! 

Saying Goodbye... 
Primary Source Lost 

By Chuck Oldenburg 
 

On July 27, Tony Brabo passed away peacefully at home. He was 99 years old. He and his wife, Mary who 
is 100 years old, had lived together since their marriage on July 3, 1929 on the Homestead Valley property 
where Mary was born in 1910. They celebrated their 82nd anniversary at Homestead’s recent Fourth of July 
picnic in Stolte Grove. Tony and Mary chatted with many admirers: friends, neighbors and relatives. Tony 
subsequently said repeatedly that he was extremely pleased that he had 
been able to attend the picnic. 

 

Supervisor Steve Kinsey came to the Stolte Grove picnic to present 
Tony and Mary with a Resolution of Commendation for their 82 years 
of marriage. It has been my observation that they were indeed a loving 
couple.  For example, when the Mill Valley Historical Society recorded 
their oral history, the sound technician pinned a microphone on Tony 
and asked him to say something so that he could adjust the volume.  
Tony asked, “What should I say?”  Mary said, “Tell me you love me 
Tony.”  Tony said, “I love you Mary.”  
 

Most of my information on the history of Homestead Valley comes 
from secondary sources: newspapers, census data, county records, di-
rectories, and the Mill Valley Library History Room’s files, maps, pho-
tos, clippings, books, periodicals and oral histories. Sometimes people 
tell me what their parents have told them. All secondary sources. 
 

Tony Brabo has been a primary source—he was there, he saw it, he did 
it, he knew the person.  He had an excellent memory and rapid recall. 
Mary has also been an excellent and effective primary source.  As a 
matter of fact, I have normally interviewed Tony and Mary together. I 
have often checked with them to verify something learned from a secondary source. For historians, primary 
sources are extremely important, but rare. I was lucky to have had two. 
 

For  more information about Tony’s life, see the August and September history articles. 

Mary and Tony Brabo  
with Chuck Oldenburg (center) 
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Homestead Valley Classifieds 
LOCAL PLUMBER  Residential plumbing repairs and 
small installations. Toilets,  faucets, and garbage 
disposers carried in stock. Many excellent local 
references.  Lic #287544. Stanley Searles, 388-8260. 
searlesplumbing.com 
 
ELVES, FAIRIES, EARTHWORMS, & BUTTERFLIES 
appreciate my work in the garden. I do maintenance 
gardening, weeding, and yard clean-up. Tree & shrub 
pruning. Garden and irrigation system design, installation 
and repair. Fences, non-toxic pest management, and 
handyman jobs. Gutters cleaned. Steve 389-0345. 
 
MATH TUTOR Retired JPL/NASA/ Boeing engineer, MS 
in Mathematics. Junior high through college-age. David 
Hilt, cell 415-342-5030, hm 415-380-8775. 300 Ridge-
wood Ave., dehilt13@yahoo.com 
 
FOUNDATION TO FINISH—Bicknell Construction 
Licensed Contractor—State Lic. #562860 
James Bicknell  (415) 461-5822 
 
LOCAL REALTOR®  Live in Homestead—Raised in 
Homestead.  Caring. Professional.   
Kim Strub, Frank Howard Allen Realtors (415) 218-4255 
 
HOUSECLEANING  Reliable, hard-working, excellent 
references and experience, free estimates, reasonably 
priced, apartments/homes/offices.  Alba Rivas 350-3368 
 
DOMINGUEZ PLUMBING  New water heater/copper 
piping, drain cleaning, all remodeling repairs.  Installation 
of toilets, faucets & garbage disposals..  References. 
Miquel Dominguez  (415) 990-2008  Lic. # 895436 
 
PEREZ LANDSCAPING Pruning, Hauling, Tree Service, 
Retaining Walls & Fences, Irrigation, Garden and Clean-
ing Services  Free Estimates  Arnulfo Perez 271.4412 

ADVERTISING RATES: 
(Per monthly issue) 

$50 FOR A DOUBLE BOX AD 
$25 FOR A LARGE BOX AD 
$6 FOR A SMALL 3 LINE AD 
($1.50 for each additional line) 

 

CALL 388-0137 

E-Headlines 
“Green” Delivery  

Receive the  
Homestead Headlines notifications 
via email and view the Headlines 

as each issue is posted at 
www.homesteadvalley.org.   
Please contact our office and  

provide your full name, mailing 
and email addresses at 

info@homesteadvalley.org or  
call us at (415) 388-0137 and we’ll 
happily add you to our confidential 

email distribution list. 

Homesteadvalley.com is an interactive community 
website where neighbors can add free ads, news and 
photos. Find current Homestead listings and sales in 
the Real Estate section. Sponsored by Kat Ryan of 
Frank Howard Allen Realtors, 271-4994. 

 20 Years as 
Homestead 

Valley 
Specialist 

 

JAMES P. NEVIN SR.JAMES P. NEVIN SR.JAMES P. NEVIN SR.JAMES P. NEVIN SR.    
Attorney At LawAttorney At LawAttorney At LawAttorney At Law    

305 Holly St., Mill Valley, CA 94941 305 Holly St., Mill Valley, CA 94941 305 Holly St., Mill Valley, CA 94941 305 Holly St., Mill Valley, CA 94941  
415415415415----389389389389----1777• jpnevinsr@yahoo.com1777• jpnevinsr@yahoo.com1777• jpnevinsr@yahoo.com1777• jpnevinsr@yahoo.com 

Estate Planning Estate Planning Estate Planning Estate Planning  
ProbateProbateProbateProbate    

Trust AdministrationTrust AdministrationTrust AdministrationTrust Administration 

HOMESTEAD HOMESTEAD HOMESTEAD HOMESTEAD     
RESIDENTRESIDENTRESIDENTRESIDENT    
Since 1976Since 1976Since 1976Since 1976    

 

Bound editions of 
Chuck Oldenburg’s History 
Articles—on sale now, $15.00. 

Having a Party? 
The Homestead Valley Commu-

nity Center and Pool are available 
to rent for parties, events, meet-
ings, and more...check rates at 

www.homesteadvalley.org or call 
Les Lizama at (415) 388-0137. 
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 Public Meeting… 

 

County of Marin Home Energy Workshops 

 

Are you interested in making your home more comfort-
able, durable and efficient? Would you like to earn re-
bates for upgrading?  Come join us to learn how you 
can get started!  This workshop will explore the benefits 
of home energy efficiency and will introduce you to a 
new state-wide rebate program available to homeowners 
for making home energy upgrades. You will hear infor-
mational and inspirational talks from home performance 
experts and have the opportunity to address concerns 
you have about your home.  Speak with local contrac-
tors, enjoy light refreshments and mingle with other 
community members, too! 

 

Thursday, September 8      7:00- 8:30 PM    
Tamalpais Valley Community Center, Mill Valley 
 
Monday, September 26       7:00- 8:30 PM     
San Rafael Community Center, San Rafael 
 

For more information about the workshops, contact Ana 
Toepel at 415.473.4197 or energy@co.marin.ca.us.  For 
information about Energy Upgrade California in Marin, 
go to www.co.marin.ca.us/energyupgrade. 

On the Calendar… 
 
 

Homestead Valley Music Festival 
Sunday, Sept. 4 
11:30 AM—5:30 PM 
In the meadow at the Homestead Valley Community 
Center.  Food and beverages available.  For more  in-
formation, visit www.homesteadfest.org. 
 
Homestead Village Celebrates! 
Wednesday, Sept. 21, 
5:30—8:00 PM 
Potluck celebration to announce Homestead Village’s 
official affiliation with Marin Village. 
 
Next “Homestead  Walkabout” 
Saturday, September 24, 9:00 AM 
Get acquainted with Homestead Valley's wonderful 
hiking trails, get some exercise, and meet some of your 
Homestead neighbors. Dr. Jerry Freedman will be 
leading a 1 1/2 to 2 hour leisurely paced walk. Dogs 
and children are welcome. Call Jerry at 383-1270 for 
details and meeting place. 
Note: this hike includes a moderately strenuous climb 
to the top of Homestead Hill (approximately 700 feet). 


